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sending the commimication mn of the bridge on all other ports of the bridge 
having the same assigned group uientifier as the first port. 



22. The method of claim 2 1 , further conmrfsing: 

identifying a source of thp^ommunication received on the first port of the bridge; 

and 

maintaining an a^ciation of the identified source vAth the assigned group 
identifier of the first ^rt. 



D^^\^23. The method of claim 22, furthe^omprising: 



identifying a destinatiMi of the communication; 
L, determining a groun/dentifier assigned to the destination; and 

1 when the group identifier assigned to the destination and the group identifier 

^ assigned to the source aye different, sending the communication out a client port not 

1:=^ v^thin the first plurality of ports. 

i IX 

24. The method of claim ^wherein the commimication is a multicast packet having a 
M multicast destination addm^gU^ 

^ J^^^ 25. The method of claim 2 1 , v^herein thel;mdge includes a client port not within the first 
plurality of ports, the method comprising: / 

receiving a multicast packet having a multicast destination address on the client 

port; 

identifying a group ideiitifier within the muhicast packet; and 
sending the multicast/packet out on those ports having the same group identifier 
as the group identifier within the received multicast packet. 

f 

,6. The method of clair^^, wherein: 

the group identifier is removed from the multicast packet before sending the 
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multicast packet out from the bridge. 

^Uf) f method of claim 21, furth^i^omprising: 

^ assigning a protocoj^pe to each group identifier, 

wherein the prot^ol type identifies a communication protocol used by a station 
connected to the respective port. 

The method of claim^^, wherein no two distinct group identifiers having a same protocol 
type are assigned to a same port. 

/ 

29^ The method of claim wherein a port may have more than one group identifier 
assigned to it. 

The method of cl^m 23, fiirther comprising: 

indicating the group identifier of the first port v^thin the communication sent out 
the client pfort. 

The method of claim 50, wherein the step of indicating the group identifier comprises: 
replacing a redundant field within the communication with the group identifier. 

^ai^ ^/^^ method of claim 23, further cor^nsing: 

connecting a router to the oiient port; 

identifying ports on the/router connected to the network bridge; and 
defining, on the router, a correspondence between the identified ports connected 
to the network bridge andyeach distinct group identifier. 

7-3— / / 

33;^ The method of claim 32, further comprising: 

receiving a second communication from the bridge at the router; and 
determining a group identifier of the second communication. 
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